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examination of the imKrtant
recommendations of the board of educa-
tion leads us to thirdly: Wherein is the
declaration that "no school term In the
county of New Hanover shall be less
than six months instead of three or four
as has been the custom far years past."
For two years nast the lencth of the

Any intelligent men or women who wii.
examine an I acquaint themselves with
the necessity of keeping the management
of the school fund. and school affair
separate and distinct from other county
matters, such as the county commission-
ers manage, will l convinced that the
two Loan!. should W separate and man-
age,! bv different nun. This conclusion
was arrived at by the writer several ye.tr
ago and he has had to reason to change
his opinions sine. We will cite or.e In-

stance only to sustain our position.
In a certain county of this state the

county commissioners ordered that monies
of the school fund should U applied to
defraying certain county ex'.wiises. The
chairman of the of education in

chief characteristic is excitement
there being, doubtless, a certain at-
tractiveness, but no little of the unreal,
the unnatural about them. His novels
leave a very different impression with
the reader that is left by such a pro-

found master of romance as the great
Sir Walter. Read that splendid mas-
terpiece, "The Antiquary," and then
try one of Hawkins's (Hope's, as he
writes himself), and you feel at once
the contrast. The artificial, nervous,
excited strain of the latter is pain-
fully apparent in contrast with the
healthfulness, naturalness, masterly

ity for it. About that time, or a little
later, the New York Independent, not
high authority with us in matters per-
taining to religion, although a re-

markably large and able weekly publi-
cation, said that "the ripest Biblical
scholarship i3 in accord with ArchJea-canFarr- ar

in this matter." What we
would like to be Informed about is
what the most pious, sound, thoroughly
competent expositors and divines say
as to the real teachings of the New-Testame-

nt

a3 to fastings, and the duty
of Christian believers in the matter
the strong as well as the weak. If it
is really the duty of all to fast if it is
positively incumbent upon all Chris-
tians in all conditions of mind and body
to fast that it is a genuine test of obe-
dience for all persons then the duty
is plain, headache or no headache, ner-o- us

prostration or otherwise. You
must fast if you have to go to bed to
do it. Thus far we some how feel
much inclined to wish that the more
recent Biblical scholars, exigetes and
critics are right rather than the old
interpreters. "The spirit is willing but
the flesh is weak."

JACKBOJJ A BELL COMPANY.

Entered at the Fostofftce at Wilmington,
Ji. C, as second class matter,

April 13, 1897.

TKItMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.
POSTAGE PREPAID.

THE DAILY MESSENGER, by mall,
one year, J7.W); Ix months, $3.50; three
months, $1.75; oae month, 69 cents.

THE SEMI-WEEKL- Y MESSENGER
(two 8 pftRe papers), by mall, one year,
fl.00; six months, 6 cents, in advance.

TUESDAY, JULY O.

DESUIiTOKIA.

Cwwge 2feredith is a man of genius.

Ills hest novel are indeed well worth
reading, both for their wit and thought.
The best are not without real interest
as stories. His fault as a writer 13 ob-

scurity; the style at times being care-

less, involved, mechanical, rugged. But
there are t.th?r passages remarkably
neat, artistic even, and flooded with in-

telligence. Many years ago he wrote
"An Kssay on Comedy and the uses of
the Comic Spirit.' It is but recently :

reorinted. Jt was delivered as ,1 j

lecture In 1S77. In this he is at .

hiH best a. to style. It is all
aglow with inspiration and its wit is j writers from the masters those mar-brig- ht

an,l subtle. In contrasting the j vellous creators and story tellers, who

Trlntll j Corporation and Il Property on
HroAdwajr

(From The Church Investor.)
The Itev. Dr. Morgan Dix, rector of

Trinity church, paid to a reporter for
The Church Economist recently thit
many offers has been jn.ide to the Trin-
ity corporation to purrhase the old St.
Paul's churchyard on Broadway, between
Fulton and Vesey streets, for business
purposes. Several years ago the stock
exchange tried to buy it, and more re-

cently a great railroad corporation rnaJa
advances for the property. "But It will
not be sold." said Mr. IMx. "at least not
while the persons in control of Trinity's
affairs are alive. Xo valuation in dollars
and cents has ever been placed on this
property. It is prixed and guarded from
sentiment of reverence and love."

This remark of the distinguished rector
of Trinity is significtnt In view of the
suggestion advanced at a recent assem-
bling of clergymen In this city that " if
Trinity would dispose of some of its val-
uable unproductive property U would b ,

enabled to enlarge its field of usefulness."
especially In the matter of helping other
churches. More than sixty Protestant
Episcopal churches in ibis country have
received financial aid from Trinity cor-
poration, and it has come to l regarded
as quite the proper thing that whenever
a church of that denomination runs into
debt it shall turn to Trinity for help.
Trinity's Income is believed to be Vi,)
a year, and a lare proportion of that
amount Roes in annuities toother church-
es, and to educational institutions.

It has always been the custom of Trin-
ity to extend a helping hand to strug-plin- rr

churches bv carrvinir a mortgage
on the property without interest. For il
lustration, a small congregation
buys or builds a cnurcn worm .j.m.
The members are able perhaps to pay
two-thir- ds of that amount down. Trin-it- v

comes to their relief by advancing the
necessarv ?10.o and taking a mortgage,
on which, however, the rich corporation
never expects interest. The lien is re-

corded only in order to preserve Trinity's
emiitv in the rroiKTty In case its use for
church purposes ceases.

The fact that there are so many poor
churches in need of financial aid Is prob-abl- v

responsible for the renewal of the
Bni.Vn.in that Trinitv niinht greatly in
crease its revenues by putting the historic
and valuable block occupied by m. ram s
to some commercial use. l he city asses-rln-i- nr

. . . : nrr fnrmi valuation un- -
- j v i - - - - - - -

on that particular piece of property made
an estlnyite of $1. it woum prob
ably bring much more than that at an
oi-- n sale. Trinity church and church-
yard, opposite the head of Wall street on
llroidway. is valued by the city otfl iaU
at J t.'uxl. That makes nearly i.i,tl
of unproductive property in the flnmcial
centre of the metropolis.

George's Suicidal ltlurTCallrd
"I thought I was going to sell a casket

to one of my neighbors a few days ago."
said the undertaker, according to The
Kansas City Times. "A certain young
man who has been dissipating consider
ably of late, and has gotten himself into
debt, became desperate and threatened on

several occasions to commit suicide if
his widowed mother did not gle him
some of the money she had borrowed on
their little home In West port. Not long
ago be went home with a despeiate look
on his face, and calling bis mother into
the parlor, said, as he pulb-- a rvlver
from ills pocket:

" 'I will have the money or right i.eie i
will end my miserable existence.'

"'Walt: Wait!' scte.t tne,l the mother.
as she rushed from the ronm. A look of
satisfaction overspread the youn man's
face as he mumbled to himself altour
knowing he would get it, but he was des-
tined to disappointment.

"In a moment his mother reiurnl. tar
rying a large rug. touietly she spread it
down on the carpet, and then, sti .lighten
ing up, said:

"Now, itenrge. go ahead. I was o frail
you woum spoil my carpet v.un oeo-- i

htains.'
"The boy almost sank to the floor in hb

astonishment and disappointment. lie
was sure if he made a bluff at shooting
himself his mother would accede to hH
unjust demands und give him the llttls
money she was saving to buy the neces-sarle- r

of life with, but on the day before
she had come over to my house and told
my wife about his threats. My wife put
the idea into her head to bluff her son :us
next time he threatened to commit sui
cide. She was afraid to try, but summon
ing up all her nerve, she carried out In- -

instructions, and succeeded.
"The boy hasn t said a word about dy

ing smce.

Charity Organization.
I have been In New York working as

a minister of the Gospel for the last
eight years. Iu that period I have sent
some hundreds of cases to the Chanty
Organization Society for investigation,
and the only relief which I have ever
known them to give was in one case,
where they gave W cents to a family
in the direst distress. I regard this or-

ganization as a fraud on the public.
sailing under false pretences, and I

have long believed that its title. bas;d
on its history, should be "The Society
for the Prevention of Charity." It
spends $30,000 a year for organization
and nothing for charity. In fact. It
has published to the world thu fact that
it does not dispense charity. It dis-
burses all of Its revenues in salaries
of officials and in the expenses of In
vestigating alleged cases of poverty,
and if it finds one which it regards as
deserving help It appeals to some
church or individual to extend the aid
required.

If there be any man In New Tork, or
any family, which has ever received aid
direct from the Charitv organization
Society I should be glad to hear of iL

The society Is actively opposed to
anybody and everybody who St-t- di
rect relief to a poor person. Hev. Dr.
Madison C. Peters in New York Jour-
nal.

To the Fore
Move to the fore.
M-e- whom God hath made fit for the

fray!
Not yours to shrink, as tho feble ones

may.
Not yours to parley and quibble and

shirk.
Ill for the world. If ye do not God's work.

Move to the fore.
Bay not another Is fitter than thou
Shame to tho manhood trtat sdU on tny

I.rr.u--'
Own thyself jual to alL that man may.
Uease thine evading; U'a ntt-o-s uiee. io

day.
Move to th fore!
Move to the fore.
God himi-l- f waits, and must wait,

thou
Men aro God's propitts though ages lift

dumb.
Halts the Christ-kmgdo- m, with conu:.

so near?
Thou art the cau.se, then, thou ru'atx tu

th rear,
ilovo to the fore!

James liuekham in Philadelphia Sun-
day school Times.

Honor for a X. C. Hoy.
Willis G. Peace, of N. C. won hi

appointment to West Point in a com-
petitive examination in 1$. Shortly
after he entered West Point he wu-- 3

selected on class day as the first of
four model soldiers on all ioints to
represent his class. Again in a re-

view just held before the Secretary of
War he was selected as one of the
four models. Mr. Peace was also on
f Onlv hrPA men in hi class to re

ceive no demerits during the year.
Day prepared at Horner School wtq

T .tvey a- - w

school term in the country has been four J

month., l.'it previous to that time in all .

the districts where the people appreciated
school advantages and kept up the at-
tendance to a fair average, the term was
made five months for several years: some
of the schools for four months only, be-
cause of the slim attendance. There was,
many years ago. a much shorter term, invery ioaj- - uncomfortable school houses,
with untrained, uncultivated and often
Ignorant teachers. There were exceptions
of course.

Many very amusing accounts of the
schools have been given by some of the
boys of those primitive days, as to the
kind of discipline: boys were often sent
out of school with messaces to neighbors
two or three miles distant. Gaines of
ball were had and foraging for wool in-
dulged in and many other ways of spend-
ing the time other than in their lessons:
and it was no uncommon thing for- - the
teacher to cross his legs over the desk,
"chaw" and read. Six or eight weeks
term was as long as any one wanted the
schools. Since those days there has been
a gradual grow th to a better condition of
affairs; and the change in school matters
is the result of educating the people to a
better standard by a few faithful men
and women deeply interested in their

eirare: the majority of these people
never felt the need of an education, nor
r"d thev nut forth any efforts to secure
it"; were satisfied with their condition and J

could see no reason why their children ,

should .seek any improvement. This same
want of ambition to better their condi-
tion exists to a great extent now. but has
been overcome, in a measure, gradually
under the influence of those who have
diligently sought to present the claims of
education and refinement. When the
school term was lengthened from three to
four months, it was a difficult task to
convince many heads of families that it
was intended to benefit the children: the
average attendance in the majority of
school districts was very small during the
last month, showing that the people need
ed educating along this line. A large
number of children in the country are
required to work, and the labor days
break into their school days and often
causes many of them to abandon the
schools for the balance of the term. Chil-
dren in the country are allowed in too
many instances to exercise their own
judgement in gcing to school, and as a
natural result their attendance is irregu-
lar and unprofitable. The pupils were
poorly supplied with books, and the Sun-
day school lessons, as well as all other
branches of studies in the day schools
were largely drawn from the "blue back
speller."

A gradual improvement along this line
has been made also. You can readily see
that under these circumstances it was.
and still continues to be, a difficult mat-
ter for the teachers to do justice to them-
selves or the pupils: again, other difficul-
ties presented themselves, many of these
good people who never entered a school
room, set themselves up as judges, dic-
tating how Schools should be conducted,
what should be, and bow taught and
measured the capacity of the teachers by
the number of hours the children were
kept in the school houses: the same ideas
prevail now, but in a less degree because,
as we contend, the people are gradually
becoming enlightened. In no other
schools are these hinderances sc. marked
and embarrassing as in the public schools,
because everybody owns stock in them.
These difficulties are intensely prevalent
in our country schools, hence how im-
portant it is that the board c.f education
should give them good supervision by ap-
pointing a supervisor who could give his
time to them untrammelled by other
school duties and the selection of com-
petent committeemen.

When the work of lengthening the
school terms was undertaken in the coun-
try schools it was found difficult to secure
the continued attendance of the scholars.
Many remained away of their own accord
and some put to work at their homes, and
it seemed to be a hopeless task and one
attended with so many discouragement
that further efforts seemed hardly worth
the trouble to pursue any longer: but the
work of pushing was not abandoned and
some progress was made. The effort to
extend the school term to six months In
the country is commendable, but the peo-
ple are scarcely prepared for it yet. A
five months term with a promise of six
months in those districts where the peo-
ple will show their appreciation by keep-
ing the children up to their work, will
be the most economical disposition of the
school funds if experience is any guide
for us. Work will be required though or
you will find the teachers present and
hardly scholars enough after the fifth
month to justify a continuance of the
schools in some districts.

Fourthly: "The board desires to. appoint
such men only, as school committeemen
of the country districts, as will see that
fuel is furnished to the schools without
charge by the committees of the dis-
tricts." This is another slap at our coun-
try schools and leaves the door wide open
for injustice; charges of extravagance
have been made against these schools in
the matter of fuel. We do not know what
the cost of supplying wood for the past
two years has been, but previous to that
time the wood was cut from the stump,
hauled to the school houses, there cut
and split to suit the stoves and piled
away in the wood houses for use at a cost
of $3 per cord. This price does not appear
unreasonable when it was often hauled
from one to one and a half miles. We
know how it used to be when the neigh-
borhood agreed to furnish wood for the
schools. The children sat many days
without fires, and many would often re-
turn to their homes rather than freeze in
a cold school house. What's everybodys
business is no bodies' business" is a true
adage. Pray, tell me why the country
people should be compelled to send fuel
to the country schools free of cost to the
counts' any more than the city people
should be required to send wood and coal
to the citv schools free of cost. The peo
ple in the country can no more afford to
do this thing than the city people can.
and why should any individual be called
up to put his hands in his pockets and
pull out $10 or $12 to pay for the wood
consumed in the country schools? Even
if the people were willing to do it, it is
wrong and unjust to make it a condition
of comfort to our children. It always has
been a difficult matter to get a supply of
wood for the schools in some districts
even by paying for it. We think the
board of education will be greatly disap
pointed in some of their projects by find-
ing them impracticable. Did they ever
ask themselves what are the Inducements
to become a committeeman? They are
often blamed and abused when doing theiri b particularly those who are the
harde5;t and most active workers for the
schools: often called to account by their
neighbors and set at variance with their
best friends, because of some trivial
school affair that ought never to have
disturbed their pleasant relations. We
would advise the honorable board to get
the experience of the working men on the
committees; not those who complain of
everything that is done and never do
anything themselves, but of the steady
intellieent worker in the district; it would
be time profitably spent

We notice that this honorable board has
many other duties for the committees
apart from their connection with them
and what the law requires of them, that
of making certain reports to tne county
commissioners. n ho are the county com
missioners? Our people have sense
enough to know that they are one and
the same as the board of education under
another name. What a farce to parade
ali these assumed duties before the
miblie.

The board of education is not by law
reaulred to make any reports to the coun
tv commissioners that we know of, and
what does it amount to If they were, so
long as one set of men on one board pass
upon their own acts on anotner Doara.
Men of refinement and intelligence usually
decline positions which place them In this
attitude.

All the statements of expenses hav
heretofore been itemized and audited
monthly by the old board of education,
and why - should these officials require
the committees' to tutor thm before the

formed the chairman or the ioara oi
county commissioners that the school
fund was created by law for the educa-
tion of the children and he had no au-

thority to use it for any other purposes.
It was not used by the commissioners.
If these boards had !cen compose! of the
same men the school fund would have
been the loser.

We do not wish you to infer from this
that we Wdieve the old lurd or the one
now in power, did ever, or would now.
misapply intentionally these funds. We
Ioke of this in penera.1 terms.
We see yet another decision that will

work hardships uinn the committees, if
the burdens being heaped upon them do
not run them out: that the school census
must le taken by the committees without
cost to the school fund. We do not
chartre this sin to the board of education
of Xew Hanover county, however, for
State Superintendent Mehane announces
that thre is no law authorizing payment
for this service. We don't see any for
buying stoves either, still we do buy
them. We would very much like to know-ho-

they propose having it done. This is
a duty that is seldom done as thoroughly
i it should be, and anyone starting out to
perform it. should be fully posted, other- -

. . i ...in Amtcti.uu atiil triewise trre win in- - uiiu
school districts will not have credit for
their full numbers. The writer once saw
the census of his district, just handed in,
and. after looking over it called attention
to the taker, ot tne omission iy
nioe children, parts of whose families
were on his list, showing that he had
failed to make all the inquiries necessary
to get out the full and correct number of
ehildrent of school age in those families.
The chool census is important in making
statistics and if not correct fails in Its
purpose. Now, Is it reasonable to sup-no- se

that a man who is qualified to do
this work, will saddle his horse ami rule
through every hole ana corner ui u c
township, enter the anoaes oi every resi-
dent of his district, and for a week of
more applv himself to this work without

rrTensation? Do you know that some
people are so suspicious when the census
man enters tne nouse uui
hour or more to disabuse tne mums ui
the occupants of any evil intentions?
This work is attended also with many
difficulties in the country as well as all
other duties required of the committees
and the supervisor. They have always
been paid for this service, and the au-thorit- ies

will still have it to do or dis
pense with this information.

oucners ior leacuei i.. n. w,.
4 ci.rnf.fi liv fit least three of the oom
miftof.mf.ii in annrov; 1: when it required
two and the school districts much smaller
than thev will be. ow. mucn uoume
wns innieieo upoii m u.uui i

thew men for their signatures net ore tney
fonl.1 ir.-- r their pay: it will ai.t greatly ui
tlu-i- r annoyance to mini ir mice of
tii.im t ffinmK-- with the tvw law.

We regarded the teachers oi tne puwuc
schools in the country, itotu wnite aim
colored, with great rtsi-ec- t anu a

tiw.m t. i.f in. n ami women laiiniui 10

the duties they were called to perforin.
ml nnv errors or irregularities eouio

have been attributed to a misunuerst aim
ing of them, and not to any wuiuu
neeleet or intentional disregard of them.

Whv the enactment ot laws to increase
their hiinlfiis? There is not mat sympa
tic- - --m the unit ot our people tor tne
committees and teachers of the public
chfink n.s there ought to be. because
their positions are not understood and ap
preciated. Yet, we are not iainu io men
faults and admit that unwise selections
of them are sometimes m ine. neu me
mistake is discovered it is hard to cor- -

reet. for there ate so many w ne'i wun- -

in wheels" that few men can do what they
conscientiously believe to be right, be
cause of these influences.

CAI'i; 1 J.AK.

Hottest lay of the Senaon
Milwaukee. Wis., July 3. This has been

the hottest day of the season, the thermo
meter marking ') degrees on the street.
At Lacrosse and other ioints M degrees
was reached. Three letter carriers were
prostrated by the heat in this city, one
of them fatal, however. Thunderstorms
and cooler temperature are predicted.

St. Louis. July 3. The government
thermometer this afternoon registered ?t
decrees. On the stone pavements in the
streets below the heat was at bast 4 ie- -

grees trom there, i nere are iew prostra
tions.

Chicago. July .".The highest tempera
ture recorded in tne annals ot the
weather bureau for tne months of July
in ten years was reached when, for two
hours, the thermometer registered 95 de
grees. But the mercury out not stop there
It went up and down until finally it made
one supreme jump, in an hour s time.
from S'j degrees to l7 degrees. On the
business streets, men reeled and sickend
as in a plague stricken city, and in the
tenement districts women ami children
huddled, seeking in vain, relief from the
heat that penetrated and prevailed every
where. It was the hottest of the year and
the hottest July day Chicago ever knew.
There were many prostrations, police and
hospital ambulances being kept busy all
day, caring for those who sank under
the scorching rays, but up to midnight
but one case had proved fatal that of an
unknown man who died in a lodging
house.

Cincinnati, July 3. The total number of
heat prostrations reported to midnight is
eighteen. Four terminated fatally. Four
cases are considered critical at this writ
ing and ten are not serious.

The Difference
A statement appeared recently In one

of our exchanges to the effect that if
the Urbana lynching case had occurred
in the south the militia would have
fraternized with the mob. This, of
course, is intended as a "fling" at this
section, but it is so far from being true
that we do not remember a case in the
south where, the authorities having
had due notice of an attempt at lynch
ing, the mob has been successful. The
affair at Birmingham a" few years ago
should still be fresh in the mind3 of
newspaper readers. The sheriff barri-cade- d

the jail and, with his posse, de
fied the mob to take the prisoner. He
showed, too, that he was ready to shoot
to kill, and the mob dispersed with its
vengeance unsatisfied. Atlanta Consti-
tution.

rvin
Most Torturing, Disfiguring,

Humiliating
Of itching, bum::ij:, bleeding, scaly skin
and scalp humors is instantly relievedty a warm bath with Cctxccra Soap.
a single application cf Cuticcea (oint-iceiit- ),

the great skia cure, and a fall dose
cf CrnccRA Kesolvest, greatest oi blood
pari tiers and humor cures.

imwm
Eeuedies speedily, permanently, and
econmnically cure, when all else fails.

Vomm Dso awo Can. C.. feto Prtmc, Bm.Tr " T " rr rt fiimm U umm." IhT.

character drawing, soundness of tone,
insight and wisdom of the illustrious
story teller of Scotland. As one critic
said of Hope, he is one-tent- h nature
and nine-tent- hs fantasy. He is bril-
liant, doubtless, and fertile and dash-
ing, but there are audacity and var-
nish and whimsicality and romantic
imaginings without stint. There are
several writers of the Hope school, the
latest being Mr. Charles Roberts. He is
inferior to Hawkins in some particu-
lars, we infer in cunning art of con-

struction, in melodramatic situations
and striking denouements, but he has
force, dramatic quality that amounts to
something, and a deeper sense of reality
than the other. There Is less of
glamour and more of nature. Hffe last
novel, "The Forge in the Forest," is an
interesting historical novel, if the judg- -
mem. ui many ciincs can oe trusted,
Rut there is a painful falling away of
the best of the latter-da- y romantic

gave you something more than inci-an- d

dents, adventures improbable
stories.

When the illustrious Gladstone, now
past his 87th year, shall have com-
pleted his course, what a vast flood of
essays and biographies will follow. It
is stated that at least 100 biographies
have been written upon him an! aie
awaiting his demise for publication.
The practice of The London Times for
a half century has been to have care-
fully prepared by the best available
writers elaborate biographies of Eng-
land's great men. It has been stated
that critical biographies have been pub-
lished from time to time of leading
authors and statesmen, the writers of
which had been dead for years. Glad-ston- e

is the greatest figure in England's
political history in this century, lie
was in public lite more than sixty
years, and three times premier, and
yet his literary writings are equal to
those in quantity of professed literary
authors. lie is not only great, but
pure and versatile. He has done m re

i

for the lower classes in Great Britain
than any man who ever lived in the
marvellously productive island.

RELIGIOUS EDITORIALS FOR
SUNDAY.

"Repent ye, for the Kingdom of God
is at hand." This is the first step in
religious life. Xo man ever became
truly pious and had the Christ in the
soul the hope of glory, unless before
God and unto God he had made sin-

cere, honest, earnest confession of sins
unless he had felt the need of a Sav-

iour and had realized his lost condition
unless he had really, genuinely, deep-

ly repented of his sins against God
unless in a true Scriptural sense he
had repented. First repentance toward
God, and then faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ as your personal Redeemer.
Christ never comes to a soul and dwells
there until the requisite preparation
has been made. Repentance is that
preparation. God is angry with the sin-
ner until he repents. - It must be a
genuine work, a Godly repentance.
Then when you have found Christ as
your Saviour, rolling upon Him your
sins, for "He careth for you," and "be-

lieving unto salvation" you will begin
to show it forth in a consistant reli-

gious life, in holy living, for the eter-

nal Scriptures of inspiration say
"Bring forth therefore fruits meet for
repentance." That is, to show the gen-

uineness of the work done in you, your
repentance, by doing. If faith without
works is dead, as the Bible declares, so
repentance without works that is
without active service and holy living

is futile and false and dead also.
"Repent and turn yourselves from all
your transgressions." This is your
work to do. God will not, cannot re-

pent for you. "Cast away from you all
your transgressions." "Wherefore turn
yourselves, and live ye." "Repent ye
therefore, and be converted." Repent
ance is man's work, pardon and salva-
tion are God's work.

We do not accept unreservedly the
opinions and teachings of Dean Far-ra- r.

He is a very popular, interesting
and fascinating writer. We have read
with very great pleasure and we hope
profit several works from his fruitful
and gifted pen. He is scholarly, and
even eloquent. Some years ago about
1S90 he discussed in some English
magazines the subject of fasting. The
fathers in the church in the last cen-
tury and in this, favored, urged, even
required lasting, w e contess that xn

fasting we have made but little head
way. Owing to atonic dyspepsia and
nervous temperament we have been
made sick when we fasted for any pur-
pose. We had headache, nervousness
incTeaseu, general lowering or our
physical comfort and strength and we
oould not see that our spiritual enjoy-
ment and strength were increased
Others have found great benefit from
fasting accompanied with meditation
and prayer. Dr. Farrar is not favora
ble to fasting, and in the English Mag
azine and the Expositor, some where
Sibout 1890, he took, the ground that In
the New Testament tbre Is o author

We are encouraged by good people
and educated people and reading peo
ple In our Sunday discussion under a
religious heading. We have received
first and last a considerable number of
endorsements in letters, messages and
oral statements. Some are from very
pious women, some from cultured wo-

men who are religious, some from good
and true laymen who love Cxi and
serve him, and some from ministers of
the Gospel and not all of one denom-
ination. "An elect lady" in Wilmington

a very admirable Christian, said some
years ago now, that she got better
preaching to her often from our Sun-
day religious editorial columns than
she did from her minister. A w'ell
known preacher of the glorious Gospel
of the Son of God wrote to us some
few years since:

"God grant you a long lease of life
to do His will. Your influence for
Christ is 'beyond estimate through the
'Religious Reading for Sunday' that
you send forth in the Sunday 'Messen-
ger. There are 'lonely hearts to cher-
ish all over our sunny land,' and when
our Lord gathers up His jewels many
may be placed in your crown of re-
joicing brought up from hearts and
homes cherished and comforted by your
words. May your path shine brighter
until the perfect day of our rest am hi
the amaranthine bowers of Heaven."

Owing to sickness and work we saw
but little of the late great Baptist
gathering in this city. We saw a few
of its ministers and were gladdened by
a few calls from laymen. We were de--

lighted to shake hands again with our
old dear friend Rev. Dr. James B. Tay-
lor, a Christian indeed, a man of God,
a sweet spirited disciple of the Master.
He came two or three times. The last
visit brought trom mm an expression
of approval of our work on the Mes-

senger in the religious column. He
said: "Brother you are doing more good
than many ministers and God will bless
you in your labors." We write gener-
ally with much necessary hurry. It is
not "beaten oil" such as we could give
if we had leisure necessary for such
careful work. But we aim to do good,
to tell the truth, to induce others to
reflect. We look to the Giver of every
good and perfect gift for His blessing
upon what is written. It is religious
truth given out in a secular paper.
Unless the Holy Spirit shall accompa
ny the written word there will be no
harvest the seed sown will fall on
barren soil and no fruit shall be seen.
'But the natural manreceiveth not the

things of God; for they are foolishness
unto him; neither can he know them for
they are spiritually discerned." Mark
that.

Here is a wise, wholesome bit of re
flection from a scholarly southern
Christian editor. It expresses a truth
and imparts a lesson. Dr. Hoss says
in the Nashville Christian Advocate;

"In faot, we have never been ac
quainted with any man who did not
s'eem to us to have shortcomings of
some kind. Christians should, there-
fore, pray, first for the illumination of
the Spirit, enabling them to see their
defects, and, secondly, for the over
coming grace that is necessary in order
to the attainment of a perfect charac
ter."

FourYear01d' Resolve
He was just a little past four years

old, and had been religiously trained
by his parents to belieVe in the efficacy
cf prayer. They would be answered in
time, he was told, if the petitioner
were truly sincere and possessed faith,
says the Chicago "Journal."

But n one occasion Divine Provi
dence don't move quick enough to suit
him.

His one ambition was to have a toy
steam engine, He had t nought of it
b day dreamed of it by night, but he
saw no way out of the difficulty. At
last he remembered his mother's ad
monitions and decided to resort to
pra5"er.

The first day he was hopeful, but his
engine failed to arrive. Xext day he
prayed again, and when bed time came
hi was still without his cherished toy.

His faith began to weaken. The
close of day brought no engine, and
when he prayed that night he resolved
to take a decided stand.

"O Lord," he said, "I'll pray Just one
day more, and if it isn't here'then I'll
worship idols."

Do not judge from mere appearances;
for the light laughter that bubbles on
the lip often mantles over the depths
it sadness, and the serious look may
be the sober veil that covers a divine
peace and joy. The bosom can ache
beneath diamond brooches; and many
a blithe heart dances under a coarse
wool. E .H. Chapin.

The populist politicians are the worst
we have. They preach purity in politics
and combine with the worst elements in
the country. They talk in favor of the
people's interests and sacrifice those in-
terests for their own selfish ends. They
are not worthy of trust, which fact the
people are realizing, and In 1S98 will vote
the. democrats back In power. Kins ton

wit of the two famous French comedy
writers Con grove and Moliere he
brings out in his fine way this happy,
clear-c- ut contrast that the wit of Co-
nfrere a Toledo bladb,. sharp and
'wonderfully 5upp!e for Ht'el; cast for
dueling, restless in ihe scabbard, being
so pretty when out c.f it, Moliere's wit
is lifce a running brook, with innumer-

able fresh lights on it at every turn
of the wood through which its business
i3 to find a aav. It does not run in

search of obstructions- to be noisy over
them; but when deaa leaves and ilcr

j

substances are heaped along th? course

its natural song Is heightened. Without
effort, and with no dazzling f.ashcs of

achievement, it is full of healing, the

wit oT grind breeding, the wit of wis-

dom."
Wc have no doubt that of living nov-

elists

'

who use Knglish as their medium
Meredith is the greatest, unless Hardy
be his equal or superior. The first
novel we ever read of these very able

authors we liked best of all we have
read of them, but hnve not read half
that each ha3 produced. "Far from the
Madding Crowd," by Hardy, was quite

- delightful to "ire. so full of absolute i

freshness and vigor, so strong and mas-

culine in portraiture, so clear a ad ad-

mirable in an almost pure Knglish
style, and free from the taint and nas-tinc- ss

of his late works. "Richard
Feveral," by Meredith, is a work of
splendid genius. It is one of the vtry
best half dozen novels of the last quar-

ter of a century. It is not as abso-

lutely clean as we would like it to be,-bu- t

it is full of intellectual virility, fe-

cundity and interest.

of the New Yot:' The very able critic
Sun is well worth reading. His judg-

ments are usually sound and his dis-

cussions ordinarily are conducted with
markfd rower. We are no great ad-

mirer of Anthony Hawkins. We have
read just enough of his writings to

gather something, at least, of bis men-

tal stride and scope, to know something

of his art, to note his style, his man-

nerism, his mastery of plot. He tells

a story vividly, vigorously, interesting-

ly. The style itself does not particu-

larly knows how toimpress us. but he
construct .a very engaging plot with
many intricacies (reminding one of

WilKie Collins and makes incident the
chief source of interest. He is not a

thinker and novelist like Thackeray and
Meredith, nor a great story teller like

imitates, Dumas andScott, --whom be
Dickens. But be is clever full of sur-

prises, and keeps you under a constant

purale. The Sun's critic says he "has

a style admirably adapted to his pur-pose- it

is crisp, lucid, fluent, forceful."

He says cf Ms latest book, "Phroso,"

deemed a decided success by the crit

ics generally;
"With xejraid to 'Phroso,' the book

before us. care not how sated and
it up. he will mish It at a sitting and

a night's rest well lost. The au-?2- S?

PlaysT3tb mar curiosity be we
a fcfted trout; there Is

SSetllg tendering in the multi-
plicity of incident, something almost
labyrintbme in the concatenation of the
plot."

He says again:
of in-

tricate
an example"Vien merdy as

yet methodical construction,
Phroso deserres high commendation,
while, as regards invention, it contains
materials Wigh for a dozen. novels
cynical a man may have become, we

y him to lay it down If he once takes
of the ordinary type.'

It is the very novel to capture the
great mass of novel readers. It is not

rreat but entertaining. If you would

read sreal novsls. turn to Scott's

Scotch novels, to Thackeray, to George

Eliot, to Dickens, to Victor Hugo, to

Eugene Sue and some others.

After wlttes the above, we added

this, after an interval of a week or two:

It seems to he accepted that Anthony
Hawkins's "Phroso" i3 a very success-

ful romance of the exciting, intensely
riotinff kind. It is overflowing, as all
of his books are said to be, with many

. accidents by' flood and field, is a con-

tinued astraim of adventure, with but
' little thesrglBt and much vivid descrip-

tion. Yfe Irswre been Interested In those
.-- fcLi wr!s have read, hut their


